Syllabus for English 10
Fall 2013
Teacher:  Mrs. Nelson
Contact information:

Angela_Nelson@notes.k12.hi.us

808.727.3265
Course Description

Sophomore English is designed to provide students with a variety of standards based units that explore the world of literature. Language arts skills will be addressed throughout the semester including reading, writing, conventions of language, and oral communication.  Students will learn to appreciate the various forms of literature, understand the nature and structure of language and convey their ideas orally and in writing.
Supplies and Materials for class

Textbook The Language of Literature McDougal Littell Blue Edition
Students are ALWAYS required to have a “free reading” book of their own choosing

Notebook specifically for English

Writing utensils (pens and pencils)

Folder devoted specifically to English—keep all handouts and returned work in this folder
Filler Paper

Timeline of Topics

Summer Reading Project due 3 weeks into term

Julius Caesar 4-5 weeks

Non-fiction reading 1 week



Essay Writing 2 weeks
Night by Elie Wiesel 3 weeks 



The art of rhetoric: 2 weeks
Argumentative writing 2 weeks 



SAT Vocabulary throughout semester

Short Stories 3 weeks

Homework/Project Policies
All work is expected to be neat and legible.  All work should be done to the best of each student’s ability.

In the event of an absence, it is the student’s job to ask for missing work.  Student must show Excused Absence Pass (yellow slip from the office) in order to receive credit for work from the day of the absence.  Without an Excused Absence Pass, no credit will be awarded for work due on date of absence.  This includes major assignments.

Students DO NOT get to make up any work for points on days they were unexcused absent.
In-class work, homework, and speeches may NOT be turned in late for credit.  

Major Projects and Essays may be turned in late.  One day late for 30% off.  No credit will be given after one day late.  However, remember that if student is unexcused absent on the day the project is due, there is NO credit awarded.
Grading Guidelines
Major Assessments (tests, projects, speeches, and essays) . .  .. .……60%

Daily Assignments (in-class and homework). . . . . …………….. . . . . …..30%

Daily Journals/Reading and Word Wall/participati………………….….10%

Total …………………………………………………………………………………..……100%
Term 1 and Term 2 grades are averaged together for the Final Semester Grade.
To access grades electronically check them on Classroll.com. If you don’t have home access to a computer, make time in your week to go to the computer lab or library during lunch or afterschool to see what your grade is. It is your responsibility to keep tabs on this.
I am very good about keeping grades up-to-date. I will update Classroll.com every Friday. Grades will be posted once per week at the teacher’s discretion.
Classroom Expectations and Consequences
· Be polite—listen when you are supposed to listen and raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak.

· Choose your attitude when you walk through the door.

· Be to class on time—in accordance with school policy, you will be locked out if you are not to class on time
· No using electronic devices—the cellphone policy in this class reflects Baldwin High School’s rules. Please refer to your student handbook for an explanation of the offenses.  
· There is a “No Grumbling Policy” regarding electronics: if you’re using your electronic device and Mrs. Nelson catches you, you cannot grumble when she takes it away.

· Water is the only acceptable beverage in the classroom. No eating in the classroom.

· No Plagiarism.  Using anyone’s work as your own or not using citations while using research is considered plagiarism.  Any work that is plagiarized will receive a zero with no chance to make up the work or points.  A phone call will be made home and the student may be referred to administration. 

· Keep your desk clean and clear.

· Come prepared to class each day—pens, pencils, tablet, and extra paper.  Be ready to work!

All school rules must be followed in class.

For discipline problems, depending on the severity of the situation, there can be a multitude of consequences including but not limited to a quick chat during or after class, an afterschool detention, a parent meeting, or a referral to administration.
English 10 Website:
I have a website created specifically for English 10. On the website you will find resources I have used in class as well as class handouts and worksheets to help supplement your learning.


*My class site is: http://www.NelsonNelson10.weebly.com
English 10 and Facebook:
If you wish to contact me after school hours, the best way to do so is through Facebook. However, I do not wish to be your personal friend! 
Find me at Mrs. Nelson’s English 10 Class OR scan the QR code in the back of the room!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
**Teacher reserves the right to alter this syllabus at any time to better suit the needs of her students**
